C'/Cly o{ Las Vegw»
AGENDA MEMO

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING DATE: November 20,
2002

DEPARTMENT: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Las Vegas High School Nomination to City of Las
Vegas Historic Property Register

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: APPROVAL

Request by the city of Las Vegas to designate the Las Vegas High Schooi administration
building, gymnasium and associated site located at 315 South Seventh Street as a

historic property in the city of Las Vegas (APN: 13934710038 and 13934710039),
containing approximately 12.4 acres, WARD 5 (WEEKLY).

ANALYSIS

The Las Vegas High School Administration Building, Gymnasium and associated site are

currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places and are considered to be
significant under criteria A and B.

The Las Vegas High School campus occupies a city block bounded by Seventh, Bridger,
Ninth, and Clark streets in downtown Las Vegas. The Administration Building and
Gymnasium occupy the northeast comer of the Las Vegas High School campus, an
educational complex also incorporating tennis courts, a baseball field and track. The high
school serves as a focal point for the surrounding residential neighborhood which was
developed In the 1930’s and is characterized by low scale, period revival dwellings.

The Las Vegas High School Administration Building and Gymnasium are two,
architecturally significant buildings associated with the development of public, secondary
education in the city of Las Vegas. The buildings are the most sophisticated examples of
the Art Deco style in the City and were designed by the Reno architectural firm of George
A. Ferris and Son. The Administration and Gymnasium buildings were constructed in 1931
as part of a three building educational complex and reflects the growth and development of
Las Vegas during the period of the Hoover Dam construction.

The Las Vegas High School Administration Building and Gymnasium are architecturally
significant as the only intact examples of monumental Art Deco design in Las Vegas. The
structures are two of three major public buildings surviving from the period. The other intact
public building from this period is the Federal Building/Post Office.
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Summary - .

The Las Vegas High School Academic Building and Gymnasium are two, Art Deco style
public buildings constructed as part of a three-building educational complex
completed by the City of Las Vegas in 1931, Designed by the Reno architectural

firm of George A. Ferris and Son, the buildings retain a high degree of architectural

integrity and their educational use. The third building in the original complex
was destroyed c¢. 1950.

]
Site

The Las Vegas High School campus ocCupies a city block bounded by Seventh, Bridger,
Ninth and Clark Streets in downtown Las Vegas. The Academic building and Gymnasium
occupy the northeast corner of the Las Vegas High School campus, a seven building
educational complex also incorporating tennis courts, basketball courts, a football
stadium and track. (See site plan) The high school serves as a focal point for
the surrounding residential nelghborhood which was developed in the 1930's and is
characterized by low scale, period revival dwellings.

Elaboration

Academic Building

‘he Las Vegas High School Academic Building is a two story,
building oriented along a northeast~southwest longitudinal
Street. The sixteen by five bay, s
foundation and rises to a flat roof
five-part design incorporatin
projecting corner towers.

reinforced concrete
axis fronting Seventh
ymmetrical building is supported by a concrete
- The 208'-0" x 82'-0" structure utilizes a
g a central three bay entrance pavillion linked to

Bay divisions are defined by abbreviated buttresses.
The building is Banded by an elaborate frieze incorporating stylized floral and

vegetal motifs. A secondary chevron frieze is found between the wall buttresses
on the north west elevation. )

The principal entrance to the building is located on the northwest elevation and

is reached by way of an open granite stair defined by tapered side walls. The
highly ornamented entry includes double, raised panel, wooden doors enframed by
simple wood surround. A fiftcen light transom is Ffound above the entry and is
enframed by a simple wooden surround. The door and transom is slightly recessed
from the wall plane. The bay opening is enriched by a relief incorporating floral,

fauna and stylized Indian motifs. Above the bay opening is found a three panel
relief with stylized figures.

Basement level window are double, three-light-over-

three-light sash while second
and third story windows are double, nine-

light triple sash.

The northeast building elevation includes a central bay entry with double, raised

panel doors and a ten-light transom. The entry is housed beneath a shallow, quatrefoil’
. arch enriched by an elaborate arch relief. The Academic Building is the largest and most

mposing building on the high school campus and serves as the central focus for the

complex.Origina]nyhousing administrative offices, classrooms, library, science
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laboratories and home cconomic classrooms, the Academic Building is presently used
exclusively for administrative purposes.

Gymnasium

- The Las Vegas lligh School Gymnastum is a symmetrical wwo-story, reinforced concrete
building supported by a concrete foundation and terminating in a flat roof. The

113'-0" x 83'-0" building was constructed to accomodate 600 people. Similar in

design approach to the Academic Building, the wall planes of the gymnasium are

defined by shallow, tapered buttresses accented by foliated capitols. Intricately

sculpted rondels are found between Lhe wall buttresses. The roof line of the building

is accented by a slightly projecting, unadorned cornice,

The principal entrance to the building is located on the northeast elevation and is

housed in a projecting, five bay pavillion, This pavillion incorporates a projecting

entry defined by a richly sculptured parapet and stylized Mayan arch. Three entries

are housed in thé central bays of the pavillion. Thuse entries incorporate double

- metal doors enframed by metal surrounds and are reached by way of an open granite
stair defined by concrete walls.

Edward R. Knapp Humanities Building

Included within the boundaries of the nomination is the Edward R. Knapp Humanitius
Building (1952,1976); a non~contributing classroom structure visually connecting

the Academic Building and the Gymnasium. This two-story buildiang is constructed

in over size brick and includes an open court. The structure is supported by a
concrete foundation and rises to a flat roof delincatod by a simple board cornicc.
Wall planes are marked by simple concrete pllasters connected by slightly projecting
concrete spandrels.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
. -
Criteria A, C

Summagz

The Las Vegas High School Administration Building and Gymnasium are two, architecturally
significant buildings associated with development of public, secondary education in the

City of Las Vegas. The buildings are the most sophisticated examples of the Art Deco

style in the City and were designed by the Reno architectural firm of George A. Ferris

and Son. The Academic and Gymnasium Buildings were erected in 1930-31 as part of a

three building educational complex and reflects the growth and development of Las Vegas )
during the period of the Hoover Dam construction.

. aboration Criteria A

The development of Las Vegas can be traced to the 1905 construction of the San Pedro,
Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad. By 1911 the SPLA and SL had established a
characteristic western rallroad town on the site to serve as a division point between

Utah and California. Town development was confined to rallroad related services until

the late 1920's. The Congressional approval of the Boulder Canyon Act in 1928 spurred :
a period of intensive development for the community. This legislation provided funds

for preliminary work on a dam for the Colorado River. The project, which resulted in

the construction of nearby Hoover Dam, was responsible for a 125% population lncrease !
in Las Vegas between 1920 and 1930. From an isolated rallroad service center, Las Vegas

expanded to a modest city providing services to the dam project as well as the tourists
attracted by its construction.

In recognition of Las Vegas'increased population and the role of education facilities
in attracting a stable, permanent population, the local school district lead by
superintendent Maude Fr

th limited community resistence based on project costs, the size
of the proposed complex and its site, then two blocks from the center of town.

Despite this opposition, a $350,000 City bond issue was passed in 1930 for the constrruction
of a three building high school complex encompassing a Shop Building (d.c.1950) and the
existing Academic and Gymnasium Buildings. The complex was designed by architects

George A, Ferris and Son and constructed by the Ryberg and Sorenson Construction Company i

nf Salt Lake City. Work on the high school complex was begun in 1930 and completed by
‘tember of the following year.
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The hlgh school complex served as the foous for Las Ve

gpas residentlal development for the
next decade.

‘Since its construction in 1930-31, the high school complex has been expanded to incorpora:
© seven educational buildings, tennis courts, basketball courts, a football stadium and

track. The original Academic Building continues to serve as the campus' primary
structure.

Criterion B

The Las Vegas High School Academic Building and Cymnasium are architecturally significant
as the only intact examples of monumental Art Deco design in Las Vegas. The structures
are two of four major public buildings surviving from the period. The other intact
public buildings from the period are the Federal Building/Post Office, a Neoclassical

style structure and the Las Vegas Hospital, an adobe, Spanish-Colonial Revival style
building.

The complex was designed by architect, George A.Ferris and Son, a prominent Reno
architectural firm practicing In Nevada during the First half of the twentieth cenkury,
G. A, Ferris is listed in the Reno City Directory for 1912. By 1930-31 Ferris had
entered into a partnership with his. son, Lehman. The Las Vegas High School complex
was a major commission for the Ferris firm whose work focused on commercial buildings
in the Renoc area. The buildings' ornamentation represent a unique integration of

Art Decov and southwestern motifs.  This Integralion was catagorlzed as Aztee Moederne
by the Las Vepas Evening Review-Journal at the time of the buildings$' construction.

In addition to being stylistically unique for the Las-Vegas area, the Academic

Building and the Gymnasium were the first monumental, rvinforced concrete buildings
to be constructed In Lhe comnun fiLy.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCR IPTION
The Las Vegas Academic Building and Gymnasium occupies the northwest corner of the
Las Vegas High School Campus bounded by Bridger, Ninth, Clark and Seventh Streets
in Las Vegas, Nevada. The nominated site extends to a point 150'-0" east from the
Junction of Seventh and Bridger Streets and proceeds250"-0" south; 150'-0" ecast;
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of origin. ' .
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